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	Sutton Community Farm Launch

27th January 2009 - Community Farm Launch – Notes from Group Activities

www.suttoncommunityfarm.org.uk 


What shall we grow?

Growing things you can’t get in the shops

Fruit trees, edible weeds?

Culinary herbs, herb garden

Agro forestry trees and veg
Crop rotation for variety of veg

Vegetables: big variety – that grow throughout the year. Not just a field of wheat, needs to be varied.

Spices?

Grow in pilts of manure

Renewable heat for walls: fruit trees

Truffles

Native plants – unusual varieties

Cooking apples

Fruit and nut trees: brazil nuts, hazelnuts, cobnuts, walnuts - cider

Edible hedgerows

Flowers and produce show: tastiest veg, not largest

Spiky hedgerows – sloe, hawthorn

Soft fruit – high value and early maintenance

Traditional / heritage varieties – edible hedges

Orchard

Pyracantha – food for birds

Produce with long shelf life e.g. squash

Windbreaks e.g. cordon trained fruit

Willow beds – good for windbreak and weaving

Focus on a few crops for the first year – income generation
Activities

Bees? If the experience is there

Something for the kids to do

Learning techniques: adults and children

Agriculture: NVQs in food and farming

Low maintenance ideas, scared of weeds!

Like the wheat / bread idea – but could take up too much space?

Cooking

BBQs

Community composting
Wildlife – link into green surroundings

Activities for older people

Animals, chickens, goats, pigs, fish, help in winter with interest

Schools, teenagers – link with syllabus, involve kids: essential! Teach kids about picking and eating

Vines, wine

Let’s make it a model for sustainable farming!
Financial sustainability 
Training / teacher / funded NVQ expert coordinator

Have talks / education at the site
Get community groups involved e.g. Sutton nature volunteers

Set farm up as a voluntary group

Sell surplus
Grow unusual things: box scheme, quince jam, add value e.g. honey, jams, chutney, fruit

Community building: strawbale? Self-build

Sponsor a vegetable? 

Permaculture courses which attendees pay for
Open day, attract outside people into Sutton: become centre for growing

Visitor centre – info on historical use of farm
Community involvement

Flexibility in commitments e.g. more in summer, less at other times
How much time do the volunteers need to do?
Some would like to be involved but have an allotment already

Activities on weekends or weekdays?

Team work e.g. ‘bean team’ 

Sharing skills

Competitions

Champion teams

Logistics

Getting there: lift sharing, information about public transport, hard to cycle up the hill!

Calendar on website with facility to tell others when you are going up to the farm

Need somewhere warm to go for a cup of tea, wash hands, compost toilet, shed

Deliveries by bike / electric vehicles

Flood lights in winter – via renewable energy
Disabled access – raised beds

Get on the TV: Jamie, Jimmy et al
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